Isaiah
Week 5

Theology in Isaiah
“Perhaps better than any other single biblical book, this one reveals the name and the nature of
the God who invites us to be his servants. He is holy, he is just, he is steadfast love. He is
glorious, he is terrible, he dwells with the lowly and contrite. He is faithful, he is forgiving, he
demands perfection. He is passionate, both in loving right and hating evil. He calls us to lay aside
our independence and trust in him, for he has chosen us and redeemed us in Christ and will

empower us to be like himself.

ul

Consider each of His attributes listed in Isaiah and ask, “What if | really believed this?”
E.G. Psalm 139 — v.6 awe; vv.14,17-18 gratitude/love; w.23-24 humility; vv.19-22 zeal; vwv.2,3,24 trust

Attribute

Citation

Eternal

- Hope

9:6 For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on
His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal
Father, Prince of Peace.

26:4 "Trust in YHWH forever, For in GOD YHWH, we have an everlasting Rock.

40:26,28 Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars...Do you not
know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, YHWH, the Creator of the ends of the
earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.

43:13 "Even from eternity | am He; And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; | act
and who can reverse it?"

Implied in the promise "Israel has been saved by YHWH with an everlasting salvation; You
will not be put to shame or humiliated to all eternity." 45:17 (c.f. 51:11; 54:8; 55:2, 13;
56:5; 60:15; 61:7,8

48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom | called; | am He, | am the first, | am also
the last.

57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, "I
dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to
revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.

60:19,20 "No longer will you have the sun for light by day, Nor for brightness will the moon
give you light; But you will have YHWH for an everlasting light, And your God for your
glory. "Your sun will set no more, Neither will your moon wane; For you will have
YHWH for an everlasting light, And the days of your mourning will be finished.

63:12 Who caused His glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, Who divided the
waters before them to make for Himself an everlasting name.

Immutable

- Security

31:2 Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster, And does not retract His words, But will
arise against the house of evildoers, And against the help of the workers of iniquity.

46:4 Even to your old age, | shall be the same, And even to your graying years | shall bear
you! | have done it, and | shall carry you; And | shall bear you, and | shall deliver you.

Omnificent

- awe,

comfort,

humility,
submission

The name Elohim especially in conjunction with the verb bara' (45:9)

All references to God as Maker: 17:7; 27:11; 29:16; 44:24; 45:9, 11; 51:13; 54:5

All references to God as Former: 29:16; 43:1,7,21; 44:2,21,24; 45:18

All references to God as Creator: 27:11; 40:26,28; 41:20; 42:5; 43:1,15; 45:8,12,18; 54:16

40:26,28 Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars...Because of the
greatness of His might and the strength of His power Not one of them is missing

43:1,7 But now, thus says YHWH, your Creator, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O
Israel, "Do not fear, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name; you are
Mine!...Everyone who is called by My name, And whom | have created for My glory,
Whom | have formed, even whom | have made."

44:24 Thus says YHWH, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, "I,

1 John N. Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah. Chapters 1-39, In: The New International Commentary on the Old Testament, R. K. Harrison,
General Editor, Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986, p.60.
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YHWH, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, And spreading
out the earth all alone,

45:9,12,18 "Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker-- An earthenware vessel among
the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, 'What are you doing?' Or the thing
you are making say, 'He has no hands'?..."It is | who made the earth, and created man
upon it. | stretched out the heavens with My hands, And | ordained all their host. ...For
thus says YHWH, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and
made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, But formed it to be
inhabited), "I am YHWH, and there is none else.

48:13 "Surely My hand founded the earth, And My right hand spread out the heavens;
When | call to them, they stand together.

51:13 That you have forgotten YHWH your Maker, Who stretched out the heavens, And
laid the foundations of the earth; That you fear continually all day long because of the
fury of the oppressor, As he makes ready to destroy? But where is the fury of the
oppressor?

Omniscient

= humility,
submission,
awe,
confidence &
proof of his
deity

37:28 "But | know your sitting down, And your going out and your coming in, And your
raging against Me.

40:13-14, 28 Who has directed the Spirit of YHWH, Or as His counselor has informed
Him? With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding? And who taught
Him in the path of justice and taught Him knowledge, And informed Him of the way of
understanding?...Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, YHWH,
the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding
is inscrutable.

Also, consider God’s knowledge of future things

37:26 "Have you not heard? Long ago | did it, From ancient times | planned it. Now | have
brought it to pass, That you should turn fortified cities into ruinous heaps.

41:21-23 "Present your case,"YHWH says. "Bring forward your strong arguments," The
King of Jacob says. Let them bring forth and declare to us what is going to take place;
As for the former events, declare what they were, That we may consider them, and
know their outcome; Or announce to us what is coming. Declare the things that are
going to come afterward, That we may know that you are gods; Indeed, do good or evil,
that we may anxiously look about us and fear together.

42:9 "Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now | declare new things; Before they
spring forth | proclaim them to you."

43:9 All the nations have gathered together In order that the peoples may be assembled.
Who among them can declare this And proclaim to us the former things? Let them
present their witnesses that they may be justified,

44:7 'And who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; Yes, let him recount it to Me in
order, From the time that | established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them
the things that are coming And the events that are going to take place. Or let them hear
and say, "It is true."

44:24-26 Thus says YHWH, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb,
"I, YHWH, am the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, And
spreading out the earth all alone, Causing the omens of boasters to fail, Making fools
out of diviners, causing wise men to draw back, And turning their knowledge into
foolishness, confirming the word of His servant, And performing the purpose of His
messengers. It is | who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be inhabited!" And of the cities of
Judah, 'They shall be built." And | will raise up her ruins again.

45:21 "Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has
announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, YHWH? And
there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Savior; There is none except
Me.

46:9,10 "Remember the former things long past, For | am God, and there is no other; | am
God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning And from
ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established,
And | will accomplish all My good pleasure’;
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48:3-5 "I declared the former things long ago And they went forth from My mouth, and |
proclaimed them. Suddenly | acted, and they came to pass. "Because | know that you
are obstinate, And your neck is an iron sinew, And your forehead bronze, Therefore |
declared them to you long ago, Before they took place | proclaimed them to you, Lest
you should say, 'My idol has done them, And my graven image and my molten image
have commanded them.'

Omnipotent | 30 times the name YHWH Elohim or YHWH Elohim of hosts appears in Isaiah to show
God's complete domination of human history:

=in judgment (1:24; 3:1,15; 10:23; 19:4; 21:17; 22:5; 22:12,14,15; 28:22; 65:13,15)

- awe, =in protection (7:7; 10:24; 12:2; 30:15)
humility, =in salvation (28:16; 48:16; 50:4,5,7,9; 61:1)
submission, =in restoration (25:8; 40:10; 49:22; 56:8; 61:11)

confidence & | The name Shaddai or Almighty conveys his power in Isaiah 13:6. In fact the LXX
hope translates Shaddai as pantokrator, meaning "all-powerful” and the Vulgate translates it
omnipotens from which we get our term omnipotent.

N. Stone? suggests that Shaddai derives from shad (breast), and thus, Shaddai = one who
nourishes, supplies & satisfies (60:15-16; 66:10-13) but most doubt this translation
because the second ‘d’ sound makes it more likely to be the Hebrew term "shadad"
meaning "to overpower" or "to destroy"

So does the use of "Mighty One of Jacob" (49:26, 60:16) "...of Israel" (1:24), "Mighty God"
(9:6, 10:21) or "Mighty One" (10:34).

40:15-18, 21-23, 26,28 Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, And are
regarded as a speck of dust on the scales; Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust.
Even Lebanon is not enough to burn, Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering. All the
nations are as nothing before Him, They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and
meaningless. To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with
Him?...Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared to you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He who
sits above the vault of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. He
it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the earth
meaningless...Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One
who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because of the
greatness of His might and the strength of His power Not one of them is missing...Do
you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, YHWH, the Creator of the
ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable.

43:13 "Even from eternity | am He; And there is none who can deliver out of My hand; | act
and who can reverse it?"

Self- Isa 40:12-14 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, And marked off the

sufficient heavens by the span, And calculated the dust of the earth by the measure, And weighed
-> confidence the mountains in a balance, And the hills in a pair of scales? Who has directed the
in his actions Spirit of YHWH, Or as His counselor has informed Him? With whom did He consult and
- knowing who gave Him understanding? And who taught Him in the path of justice and taught Him
he’s acting at knowledge, And informed Him of the way of understanding?
his own
expense not
ours
Sovereign | All references to God as Adonai and many references as Elohim 54:5)° There are nearly
—>awe, 500 such references in Isaiah
humility, 37:16 "O YHWH of hosts, the Elohim of Israel, who art enthroned above the cherubim,

2 Nathan Stone, Names of God, (Moody Press, Chicago, 1944), p.34; with thanks to Mary Barnum for her excellent paper on the

Names of God.

3 Notice the parallelism: your husband (ishah) is Maker, whose name is YHWH of armies (tzevaot 1Sam.17:45)

your redeemer (goel) is the Holy One of Israel, who is called the God (elohim) of all the earth.
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submission
and hope

Thou art the God, Thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. Thou hast made heaven
and earth.

54:5 5 "For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is YHWH of hosts; And your
Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the Elohim of all the earth.”

29:14 "...1 will once again deal marvelously with this people, wondrously, marvelous; ad
the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning men
shall be concealed" ICor.1:19 cites this passage to show God's superior wisdom.

29:16 "You turn things around! Shall the potter be considered as equal with the clay, that
what is made should say to its maker, 'He did not make me' or what is formed say to
him who formed it, 'he has no understanding™ Paul cites this in Rom.9:20 to argue for
sovereignty

14:26-27 "This is the plan devised against the whole earth; and this is the hand that is
stretched out against all the nations. "For YHWH of hosts has planned, and who can
frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?"

40:13,15-18, 21-23 "Who has understood the mind of YHWH or instructed him as his
counselor” c.f. Rom.11:34 Paul cites this after explaining that Israel will be saved after
the times of the Gentiles is over and cites it in ICor.2:16 to contrast the natural with the
spiritual mind. "Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, And are regarded as
a speck of dust on the scales; Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust. Even
Lebanon is not enough to burn, Nor its beasts enough for a burnt offering. All the
nations are as nothing before Him, They are regarded by Him as less than nothing and
meaningless. To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with
Him?...Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been declared to you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is He who
sits above the vault of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who
stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. He
it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the earth meaningless.

45:9-10 "Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker-- An earthenware vessel among the
vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, 'What are you doing?' Or the thing you
are making say, 'He has no hands'? "Woe to him who says to a father, 'What are you
begetting?' Or to a woman, 'To what are you giving birth?" c.f. Rom.9:20

45:6b-7, 9, 21-24 That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is
no one besides Me. | am YHWH, and there is no other, The One forming light and
creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; | am YHWH who does all
these...."Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker-- An earthenware vessel among
the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, "What are you doing?' Or the thing
you are making say, 'He has no hands'?... "Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let
them consult together. Who has announced this from of old? Who has long since
declared it? Is it not I, YHWH? And there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God
and a Savior; There is none except Me. "Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the
earth; For | am God, and there is no other. "I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone
forth from My mouth in righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will
bow, every tongue will swear allegiance. "They will say of Me, 'Only in YHWH are
righteousness and strength.' Men will come to Him, And all who were angry at Him shall
be put to shame. c.f. Rom.14:11

46:10-11 Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have
not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And | will accomplish all My
good pleasure’; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far
country. Truly | have spoken; truly | will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely | will do
it.

49:22-50:3 Thus says YHWH GOD, "Behold, | will lift up My hand to the nations, And set
up My standard to the peoples; And they will bring your sons in their bosom, And your
daughters will be carried on their shoulders. "And kings will be your guardians, And
their princesses your nurses. They will bow down to you with their faces to the earth,
And lick the dust of your feet; And you will know that | am YHWH; Those who hopefully
wait for Me will not be put to shame. "Can the prey be taken from the mighty man, Or

Isaiah

Week Five




the captives of a tyrant be rescued?" Surely, thus says YHWH, "Even the captives of
the mighty man will be taken away, And the prey of the tyrant will be rescued; For | will
contend with the one who contends with you, And | will save your sons. "And | will feed
your oppressors with their own flesh, And they will become drunk with their own blood
as with sweet wine; And all flesh will know that I, YHWH, am your Savior, And your
Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob." Thus says YHWH, "Where is the certificate of
divorce, By which | have sent your mother away? Or to whom of My creditors did | sell
you? Behold, you were sold for your iniquities, And for your transgressions your mother
was sent away. "Why was there no man when | came? When | called, why was there
none to answer? Is My hand so short that it cannot ransom? Or have | no power to
deliver? Behold, | dry up the sea with My rebuke, | make the rivers a wilderness; Their
fish stink for lack of water, And die of thirst. "I clothe the heavens with blackness, And |
make sackcloth their covering."

51:13-16 That you have forgotten YHWH your Maker, Who stretched out the heavens,
And laid the foundations of the earth; That you fear continually all day long because of
the fury of the oppressor, As he makes ready to destroy? But where is the fury of the
oppressor? "The exile will soon be set free, and will not die in the dungeon, nor will his
bread be lacking. "For | am YHWH your God, who stirs up the sea and its waves roar
(YHWH of hosts is His name). "And | have put My words in your mouth, and have
covered you with the shadow of My hand, to establish the heavens, to found the earth,
and to say to Zion, 'You are My people.™

55:11 So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me
empty, Without accomplishing what | desire, And without succeeding in the matter for
which | sent it.

Holy

- awe, fear,
reverence,
longing for

imitation

God is holy. According to Holman this term conveys four meanings:

e "to be set apart;" unique, distinct - This applies to places where God is present, like
the Temple, the tabernacle, the mountain of YHWH, the people of God, and to
things and persons related to those holy places or to God Himself.

e to be "perfect, transcendent, or spiritually pure, evoking adoration and reverence."
This applies primarily to God, but secondarily to saints or godly people.

e something or someone who evokes "veneration or awe, being frightening beyond
belief." This is clearly the application to God and is the primary meaning of "holy."

o "filled with superhuman and potential fatal power." This speaks of God, but also of
places or things or persons which have been set apart by God's presence.

Notice the title used so often by Isaiah, “The Holy one of Israel” and related expressions:
1:4; 5:6, 19,24; 6:3; 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19,23; 30:11-12, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 40:25;
41:14,16,20; 43:3, 14-15; 45:11, 47:4; 48:17; 49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9,14

Notice the awe and dread inspired by the presence of God: 2:12-21; 5:16; 6:3; 8:3; 33:14
6:3-5 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is YHWH of hosts,
The whole earth is full of His glory." And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at
the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. Then | said,
"Woe is me, for | am ruined! Because | am a man of unclean lips, And | live among a
people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, YHWH of hosts."

8:13 "ltis YHWH of hosts whom you should regard as holy. And He shall be your fear,

And He shall be your dread.

29:23 But when he sees his children, the work of My hands, in his midst, They will

sanctify My name; Indeed, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And will stand in

awe of the God of Israel.

Notice the presence of God with those who fear him:

57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy,

"l dwell on a high and holy place, And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order

to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.

66:2b ..."But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who

trembles at My word.

Notice the moral purity of God: 1:2-31; 3:15; 5:1-30;
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1:2-4 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For YHWH speaks, "Sons | have reared
and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. "An ox knows its owner, And a
donkey its master's manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand."
Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who
act corruptly! They have abandoned YHWH, They have despised the Holy One of
Israel, They have turned away from Him.

1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless; Defend the orphan, Plead
for the widow.

35:8 And a highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of
Holiness. The unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And
fools will not wander on it.

45:19,21-24 “...I, YHWH, speak righteousness Declaring things that are
upright..."Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has
announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, YHWH? And
there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Savior; There is none except
Me. "Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For | am God, and there is
no other. "I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in
righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will
swear allegiance. "They will say of Me, 'Only in YHWH are righteousness and
strength.' Men will come to Him, And all who were angry at Him shall be put to shame.
58:5-59:2 "Is it a fast like this which | choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it
for bowing one's head like a reed, And for spreading out sackcloth and ashes as a
bed? Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to YHWH? "Is this not the fast
which | choose, To loosen the bonds of wickedness, To undo the bands of the yoke,
And to let the oppressed go free, And break every yoke? "Is it not to divide your bread
with the hungry, And bring the homeless poor into the house; When you see the
naked, to cover him; And not to hide yourself from your own flesh? "Then your light
will break out like the dawn, And your recovery will speedily spring forth; And your
righteousness will go before you; The glory of YHWH will be your rear guard. "Then
you will call, and YHWH will answer; You will cry, and He will say, 'Here | am." If you
remove the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
And if you give yourself to the hungry, And satisfy the desire of the afflicted, Then your
light will rise in darkness, And your gloom will become like midday. "And YHWH wiill
continually guide you, And satisfy your desire in scorched places, And give strength to
your bones; And you will be like a watered garden, And like a spring of water whose
waters do not fail. "And those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; You will
raise up the age-old foundations; And you will be called the repairer of the breach, The
restorer of the streets in which to dwell. "If because of the Sabbath, you turn your foot
From doing your own pleasure on My holy day, And call the Sabbath a delight, the holy
day of YHWH honorable, And shall honor it, desisting from your own ways, From
seeking your own pleasure, And speaking your own word, Then you will take delight in
YHWH, And | will make you ride on the heights of the earth; And | will feed you with the
heritage of Jacob your father, For the mouth of YHWH has spoken." Behold, YHWH'S
hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear.
But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins
have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.

He hides himself from the rebellious: 6:9-10; 8:17; 16:12

He refuses to atone for unrepentance: 22:14 (c.f. 1Jn.4:16 5:16f; Heb. 6:4; 10:26;
unpardonable sin); 26:14; 27:11b; 29:9-12; 45:15; 55:6

Notice the retributive justice of God: 1:14, 20, 24, 28, 31; chs 3-5; 9:8-10:34; chs.13-24; ch.

24; 26:11; 26:20-27:1; ch. 27; 28:17-22; 312-9; ch. 34; 35:4; 37:28f, 59:15b,17,18;
63:1-6; 65:6-7

Notice the transcendence of God

40:18-25 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with
Him? As for the idol, a craftsman casts it, A goldsmith plates it with gold, And a
silversmith fashions chains of silver. He who is too impoverished for such an offering
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Selects a tree that does not rot; He seeks out for himself a skillful craftsman To prepare
an idol that will not totter. Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been
declared to you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of
the earth? It is He who sits above the vault of the earth, And its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain And spreads them out like
a tent to dwell in. He it is who reduces rulers to nothing, Who makes the judges of the
earth meaningless. Scarcely have they been planted, Scarcely have they been sown,
Scarcely has their stock taken root in the earth, But He merely blows on them, and they
wither, And the storm carries them away like stubble. "To whom then will you liken Me
That I should be his equal?" says the Holy One.
42:8 "l am YHWH, that is My name; | will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise
to graven images.
43:10-11 "You are My witnesses," declares YHWH, "And My servant whom | have
chosen, In order that you may know and believe Me, And understand that | am He.
Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me. "I, even |, am
YHWH; And there is no savior besides Me.
44:6-7 "Thus says YHWH, the King of Israel And his Redeemer, YHWH of hosts: 'l am
the first and | am the last, And there is no God besides Me. 'And who is like Me? Let
him proclaim and declare it; Yes, let him recount it to Me in order, From the time that |
established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming
And the events that are going to take place.
45:5-7,22 "I am YHWH, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. | will gird
you, though you have not known Me; That men may know from the rising to the setting
of the sun That there is no one besides Me. | am YHWH, and there is no other, The
One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; |
am YHWH who does all these..."Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth;
For 1 am God, and there is no other.
46:5,9-13 "To whom would you liken Me, And make Me equal and compare Me, That
we should be alike?..."Remember the former things long past, For | am God, and there
is no other; | am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the
beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My
purpose will be established, And | will accomplish all My good pleasure'; Calling a bird
of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly | have spoken;
truly 1 will bring it to pass. | have planned it, surely | will do it. "Listen to Me, you
stubborn-minded, Who are far from righteousness. "l bring near My righteousness, it is
not far off; And My salvation will not delay. And | will grant salvation in Zion, And My
glory for Israel.
55:8-9 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways,"
declares YHWH. "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.
Loving God is love
e His name YHWH is used 478 times in Isaiah*

In Exodus 33:17-20 God equates his name with his goodness, grace and
-> reciprocal compassion (c.f. Joel 2:13; Ps.86:15)
love, loyalty In Exodus 34:14 he calls himself "YHWH whose name is Jealous". The word

4 See http://www.crossrds.org/OnlineJournal/issue2/nmsofgod.htm for an excellent article on some of the names of God in the Old

Testament.

"God's immediately preceding promise to Moses had been, "Certainly | will be with you" (Ex. 3:12). So his assertion in verse 14
would seem to be saying, "l am present is what | am." Indeed the fundamental promise of his convenant is, "l will be their God and
they will be My people" (Ex. 6:7, etc.; contrast Hos. 1:9); thus "Yahweh," "faithful presence," is God's testamentary nature, or
name (Ex. 6:2,4; Deut. 7:9; Isa. 26:4" Theological Word Book of The Old Testament, Vol. 1, R. Laird Harris, Ed., (Moody Press,
Chicago, IL, 1980), p. 210,211.

God's name represents the simple (Qal) imperfect of hawa "to be," | am is what | am. Several psalms use this word and demonstrate
that the name, Yahweh, had indeed become synonymous with His covenant actions toward Israel (145:7; 111:4 note the term
zeker an expression for a memorial name which is used to recall great deeds according to Harris.
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security,
peace, joy
and hope

ganna, is only used 5 times in Scripture and solely of God in the context of
idolatry. This of course, is not the jealousy of the emotionally insecure, it is the
attitude of a committed lover, who wants the loyalty of the one whom he has
bound himself to honor and serve

e His grace (all of these other categories are examples of grace)

45:4-6 "For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel My chosen one, | have also
called you by your name; | have given you a title of honor Though you have not
known Me. "l am YHWH, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. | will
gird you, though you have not known Me; That men may know from the rising to
the setting of the sun That there is no one besides Me. | am YHWH, and there is
no other,

55:1,3,7 "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money
come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk Without money and without cost.
..."Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And | will make an
everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to
David....Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts;
And let him return to YHWH, And He will have compassion on him; And to our
God, For He will abundantly pardon.

59:16,20,21 And He saw that there was no man, And was astonished that there was
no one to intercede; Then His own arm brought salvation to Him; And His
righteousness upheld Him...."And a Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those
who turn from transgression in Jacob," declares YHWH. "And as for Me, this is My
covenant with them," says YHWH: "My Spirit which is upon you, and My words
which | have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the
mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring's offspring," says
YHWH, "from now and forever."

e His desire for intimacy

30:18-21 Therefore YHWH longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on
high to have compassion on you. For YHWH is a God of justice; How blessed are
all those who long for Him. O people in Zion, inhabitant in Jerusalem, you will
weep no longer. He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when
He hears it, He will answer you. Although YHWH has given you bread of privation
and water of oppression, He, your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, but your
eyes will behold your Teacher. And your ears will hear a word behind you, "This is
the way, walk in it," whenever you turn to the right or to the left.

49:14-16 But Zion said, "YHWH has forsaken me, And YHWH has forgotten me."
"Can a woman forget her nursing child, And have no compassion on the son of her
womb? Even these may forget, but | will not forget you. "Behold, | have inscribed
you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before Me.

54:5-8 "For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is YHWH of hosts; And your
Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth. "For
YHWH has called you, Like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, Even like a wife of
one's youth when she is rejected,” Says your God. "For a brief moment | forsook
you, But with great compassion | will gather you. "In an outburst of anger | hid My
face from you for a moment; But with everlasting lovingkindness | will have
compassion on you," Says YHWH your Redeemer."

64:4 "Since ancient times, no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen
any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him." c.f. 1Cor.2:9
a partial quote concerned with the mystery of God...the atonement.

e His protection 31:5; ch.41; 43:1-13; 46:3-4; 49:10; 54:9ff; 57:1-2

e His instruction 30:18-21; 48:17; 50:4,5;

e His sadness over the effects of his judgment 16:9-11; 28:21 calling it his strange
work;

e His patience viz. judgment 42:14; 48:9 (c.f. Gen.43:31/2Pet.3:9/Lk.18:7)

e His commitment to atonement for sin 1:18, 25b; 6:7; 27:9; 40:2c; 43:25; 44:22;

Isaiah

Week Five



45:22-25; 52:13-53:12;
e His commitment to the elimination of death 25:7-8 (c.f. 1 Cor. 15:54 citation); 26:19
His commitment to redemptive discipline 1:5-9, 25-27; 10:25-27; 19:23-25; 29:22-
24; 48:10; 51:17-23; 57:16-19
e His redemption of the Gentiles 42:6; 45:22; 49:6; 51:4; 55:5; 56:1-8; 65:1; 66:19-21

His commitment to a future theocracy 11:1-16; 16:5; 30:23-26; 32:1-2; 42:1-4;
chs.60-62; 65:17-25

AN OVERVIEW OF CHAPTERS 56-66
¢ Major Theme - Eschatology
The Day of YHWH (13:6,9)
“YHWH Almighty has a day” 2:12; 22:5/“in that day,” occurs 35 times, 52:6/“in the last days”
2:2-4
A day of judgment 2:19,21; 13:1,10,13; 24:1,18,21; 29:6; 34:4,9; 66:24;
A day of victory 27:2-6; 54:23
The rule of the Messiah 11:2-9; 24:23; 32:1-2,15-18; 55:5; 59:16; 60:13,17; 66:18
The new heaven, earth and Jerusalem 51:6; 54:11,12; 60:11-20; 65:17-25
Eternal punishment 1:31; 33:14; 48:22; 57:20-21; 66:24
¢ Selected textual notes
Characteristics of & God'’s response to people 56:1-59:21
The godly 56:1-8
The wicked 56:9 - 58:5
The godly 58:6-14 (If...then)
The wicked 59:1-21
Zion 60:1-64:12
Zion’s glory 60:1-22
God's rule 61:1-11
Prayer for Zion 62:1-12
The Avenging YHWH 63:1-6
Prayer for Zion 63:7-64:12
Conclusions 65:1-66:24

An inductive analysis of Isaiah 66 [see handout]
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