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There is value in both being inflexible and flexible

One parent's realization that her her children were not flexible:
"I need to put my kids carrots on a separate plate on they are gonna cry." My kids will cry if they have bananas on their PBJ."  "We should definitely go on a hike....just be prepared because my kids are going to cry because it's cold."
And so it continued during our four days at the cabin in Tennessee. We had an incredible 
time, but I found myself saying "my kids are gonna cry" so many times that I joked we 
should keep a running tally. As we made the long drive home, I thought about our time at the cabin and how our friends' kids seemed so much more flexible than our kids.

 And I don't usually compare our family to other families, but being flexible is one of our 
self-proclaimed family values. And in that moment, I realized that we were failing miserably at teaching our kids to be flexible.  I always buy them the exact kind of peanut butter that they like and just the right toothpaste, etc. etc. etc." 
Why is it important that children learn to be flexible?  

1.  Accurate view of the world

2.  Accurate view of themselves

3. Accurate view of God

·  Mark 6:30-44.  "The apostles gathered together with Jesus; and they reported to Him all that they had done and taught.  And He said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a secluded place and rest a while." (for there were many people coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat.) They went away in the boat to a secluded place by themselves.  The people saw them going and many recognized them and ran there together on foot from all the cities, and got there ahead of them.  When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd: and He began to teach them many things.  When it was quite already late, His disciples came to Him and said, "This place is desolate and it is already quite late; send them away so that they may go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.  But He answered them, "You give them something to eat!" And they said to Him, "Shall we go and spend two hundred denari on bread and give them something to eat?"  And he said to them, "How many loaves do you have?  Go look!" And when they found out, they said, "Five, and two fish." And He commanded them all to sit down by groups on the green grass.  They sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.  And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward haven, He blessed the food and broke the loaves and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them; and He divided up the tow fish among them all.  They ate and were satisfied, and they picked up twelve full baskets of the broken pieces, and also of the fish.  There were five thousand men who ate the loaves."
 Principles to consider:  

1.  Moral issues, character issues
2. Needs of others
3. Age & child’s temperament
4. Parent’s temperament
 Ask yourself why am I holding firm and/or being flexible in this area?

(Your choices will communicate something.)

1. For the child's best interest

2.  Do you want to win?

3.  Do you need to be in control?

4.  Refusal to sacrifice?

5.  Culture's view of a "good parent"

 Some practicals: 
1.  Ask others for  input 
2.  Look for opportunities 
3. Talk with children about being flexible
4. Talk about your own challenges  & God’s faithfulness

.  

