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Double Reference in Biblical Prophecy 
 

Definition:  
(J. Dwight Pentecost) "Two events, widely separated as to the time of their fulfillment, may be 

brought together into the scope of one prophecy.  This was done because the prophet had a 

message for his own day as well as for a future time . . . It was the purpose of God to give the near 

and far view so that the fulfillment of the one should be the assurance of the fulfillment of the 

other."  (J. Dwight Pentecost, Things To Come [Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 

1964], pp. 46,47]. 

 

Type 

Definition: The Old Testament prophet describes an event, person, or institution 

("type") and later Scripture reveals the prophetic significance of this event, 

person, or institution ("anti-type").   

This subsequent event usually pertains to Christ or the events surrounding one of 

his comings. 
 

                (TYPICAL CONNECTION) 

 

 

Example:  
(Num. 21:8,9) The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone 

who is bitten can look at it and live." (9)  So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on 

a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived. 

Fulfillment:  
(Jn. 3:14,15) Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, (15)  that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

Additional Examples:  
Old Testament atonement rituals (see Heb. 8-10) 

Gen. 6: Noah's rescue from the flood through the Ark foreshadowed believers' rescue 

from God's judgment through "baptism" into Christ (1 Pet. 3). 

 

Gap 

Definition: The prophet predicts two dissimilar events, widely separated by time, 

as though they were one event.  

The two events separated by the time gap usually relate to the two comings of the 

Messiah, of which the Old Testament prophets were unaware [1 Pet. 1:10-12]. 

 
 

                    (UNFORESEEN TIME GAP) 
 

 

Examples:  
(Isa. 61:1-9) The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 

prisoners, (2)  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our 

God, to comfort all who mourn, (3)  and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- to bestow 

on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and 

a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. (4)  They will 

rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the 
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ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. (5)  Aliens will shepherd your 

flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. (6)  And you will be called priests 

of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of 

nations, and in their riches you will boast. (7)  Instead of their shame my people will 

receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their  inheritance; 

and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs. 

(8)  "For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will 

reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. (9)  Their descendants will be 

known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will 

acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed." 

Fulfillment:   
(Lk. 4:17-21 17)  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he 

found the place where it is written: (18)  "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, (19)  to proclaim 

the year of the Lord's favor." (20)  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 

(21)  and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing." 

Additional example: Isa. 11:1-5 (John 5:30) 

 

Type-Gap 

Definition: The prophet predicts two similar events or people widely separated in 

time.  The first event foreshadows the later event (in most cases the later event 

concerns the end of the age).  In this case, type and gap are combined in the same 

prediction, but the type is defined by the original author, rather than a later author. 

 
 

 

  P             (TYPICAL CONNECTION & 

                                                                                                                          UNFORESEEN TIME GAP) 
 

 

Example:  
(Isaiah 13:1-16)  The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 2  

Lift up a standard on the bare hill, Raise your voice to them, Wave the hand that they 

may enter the doors of the nobles. 3  I have commanded My consecrated ones, I have 

even called My mighty warriors, My proudly exulting ones, To execute My anger. 4  A 

sound of tumult on the mountains, Like that of many people! A sound of the uproar of 

kingdoms, Of nations gathered together! The LORD of hosts is mustering the army for 

battle. 5  They are coming from a far country From the farthest horizons, The LORD and 

His instruments of indignation, To destroy the whole land. 6  Wail, for the day of the 

LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. 7  Therefore all hands will 

fall limp, And every man's heart will melt. 8  And they will be terrified, Pains and 

anguish will take hold of them; They will writhe like a woman in labor, They will look at 

one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame. 9  Behold, the day of the LORD is 

coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the land a desolation; And He will 

exterminate its sinners from it. 10  For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will 

not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises, And the moon will not shed 

its light. 11  Thus I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I 

will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud, And abase the haughtiness of the 

ruthless. 12  I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold, And mankind than the gold 

of Ophir. 13  Therefore I shall make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken 

from its place At the fury of the LORD of hosts In the day of His burning anger. 

            
          type anti-type 
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Additional Examples: Compare Luke 21:20-24 & Matt. 24:15-22, Joel 1-3 

(invasion of locusts foreshadows invasion of army) 

 

Unforeseen Partial 

Definition: The prophet predicts aspects of God's kingdom at the end of the age.  

New Testament authors subsequently reveal that this prediction has been granted 

in a partial way to the church. (The prophets predictions will still be fulfilled at 

the end of the age.)  
 

  P            

 

Example:  
 

(Jer. 31:31-34)  "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. (32)  It will not be like the 

covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 

Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, " declares the 

LORD. (33)  "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," 

declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 

their God, and they will be my people. (34)  No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a 

man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least 

of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more." 

Fulfillment:  
(Heb. 10: 15-18) The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: (16)  "This 

is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in 

their hearts, and I will write them on their minds." (17)  Then he adds: "Their sins and 

lawless acts I will remember no more." (18)  And where these have been forgiven, there 

is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 

Additional Examples: Joel 2:28-32 (see Acts 2:16-21); Isa. 49:6 (Acts 13:47) 
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